
 
 

Who Pays for Girl Scouting? 
 

 

A Girl Scout’s Family 

Personal cost of participation: 

 Annual $12.00 membership dues sent to Girl Scouts of the USA. 

 Uniform and insignia (optional). 

 Journey book and Girls Guide to Girl Scouting book (optional). 

 Dues amount decided upon by the members of the Troop 

 Special program opportunities such as trips, plays, Council events. 

 

 

A Girl Scout Volunteer Leader/Advisor 

Personal cost of participation: 

 Annual $12.00 membership dues sent to Girl Scouts of the USA. 

 Uniform and insignia (optional). 

 Personal resource materials and equipment. 

 Un-reimbursed personal expenses such as transportation, telephone                                                                                                                                                                         

and other indirect costs (portions may be tax-deductible). 

 

 

A Girl Scout Troop 

 Budgeted costs for planned activities. 

 Awards, Badges, pins and patches. 

 Refreshments and meeting space. 

 Resources, supplies and materials for activities. 

 Activity fees. 

 Financial Assistance. 

 Bank fees. 

 

 

The Association  (geographical unit/service area): 

 Costs for Association program activities. 

 Leader meetings, training, support, and  

recognitions. 

 Financial assistance. 

 

 

 

The Troop treasury is built from Troop 

dues, Family Partnership rebates, the 

Girl Scout Cookie Program proceeds, 

Mags&Munchies Fall Products 

Program proceeds, and Council-

approved money-earning projects. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Association budget comes 

from activity fees and Cookie 

Program rebates. 



 

 

Girl Scouts of Nassau County  

 Council-wide activities. 

 Training and support of all members.                            

 Year round maintenance of facilities   

and properties. 

 Staff to provide management expertise and                                                  

continuity on a day-to-day basis throughout                                                                 

the year, ensuring the success and growth of                                                                                  

Girl Scouting in Nassau County. 

 Outreach activities to offer Girl Scouting to                                                                   

every girl, everywhere. 

 Communications and publications. 

 Financial assistance to those who have a need. 

 Program resources and materials for                                                                                                   

leaders/advisors and volunteers. 
 

 

A Sponsoring Group 

They may provide: 

 Meeting space. 

 Program materials. 

 Financial support to help girls in the community attend 

 events that broaden their experiences in Girl Scouting. 

 Support to help a Troop get started. 

 

The Community 

Individuals and businesses in the community                                                                                       

may support Girl Scouting through: 

 Camperships and financial assistance to girls. 

 Participation and/or sponsorship of Girl Scout                                                                                

annual events such as the Annual Luncheon                                                                               

and Walkathon. 

 Project funding for special activities. 

 General operating support. 
 

Girl Scouts of the USA 

 Activity Insurance for registered girls and adults. 

 Development of materials. 

 Overall management and support to councils. 

The Council’s revenue is 

derived from contributions, 

proceeds from the Cookie  and 

Mags&Munchies Fall Products  

Programs, program activity 

fees, and a percentage of the 

sale of uniforms & supplies sold 

in the Council Shop. 

 
 

GSUSA’s revenue is derived 

from the $12.00 membership fee 

(none of which stays with the 

local council), a percentage of 

uniform and resource sales and 

contributions. 

Who Else Pays for Girl Scouting? 



 

Banking 
 

 

RReessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess  ooff  tthhee  LLeeaaddeerr//AAddvviissoorr  
Troop leaders/advisors are responsible for the management of Troop monies. All income 

received by a Troop is part of the Troop treasury. 

 

Troop monies are public funds; information about the treasury must be available to girls in the 

Troop, parents of the girls in the Troop and Association administrative personnel.  Therefore, 

Troop leaders/advisors or their designee must keep the Summary of Troop Finances and Detailed 

Cash Record of Troop Treasury that is distributed to all Troops. A copy of this form is submitted to 

the Association Treasurer, Chair of Association Volunteers or to a Field Director in June.  The 

Summary of Troop Finances and Detailed Cash Record of Troop Treasury form is available at the 

Council office or on-line at www.gsnc.org/volunteers/forms.  

 

The Service Team may review the Summary of Troop Finances and Detailed Cash Record of Troop 

Treasury mid-year. 
 

 

 

 

 

Troop Bank Account 
“Each Troop that has funds in excess of $25.00 shall deposit said funds in a checking or savings 

account.” (Girl Scouts of Nassau County, Inc. Policies, Standards and Guidelines– February 2008). 

The Troop may already have a checking or savings account.  Check with the Association 

Treasurer in your Association to affect a transfer or for specific procedures.  For all checking 

accounts the bank will request the Council Tax ID# 11-2041443. 

 

Troop monies shall be deposited in a bank account in the name of Girl Scouts of  

Nassau County, Inc., Troop #_______.  Be sure to indicate that all statements are to be mailed to 

the leader’s address not the Council’s address.   Council is not responsible for forwarding 

monthly statements to the Troop. Each Troop account must have a minimum of two signatories 

on the account-- one being the Troop Leader and the other a member of the Association Service 

Team or a representative from Council (Girl Scouts of Nassau County, Inc. Policies, Standards and 

Guidelines – February 2008) 

  

If the Association Treasurer is not a signatory on the Troop account, the leader must notify the 

Treasurer of the name of the bank, the account number and the signatories. 

 

http://www.gsnc.org/volunteers/forms


Tips to Remember About Checking Accounts 
 

Banking Law 

The “Check Clearing for the 21st Century Act “ allows banks to send an electronic image of a 

check to other financial institutions, thereby speeding up the time the debit to an account 

takes place.  Checks written against an account may be deducted from an account in less than 

one day.  But be aware, deposits may still take two to five days to be posted into an account.  

GSNC strongly suggests that Troops not write checks against any deposit until a minimum of 

five days has passed.  This should give the Troop assurance, but no guarantee, that no checks 

in a deposit to the Troop account bounced and that any check written by the Troop will be 

covered. 

 Do not write a check for more money than is in the account. The current balance may 

not be the same as the available balance as it may take as many as 5-7 days for checks 

that have been deposited into the account to clear the account from which the check 

was written. 

 The Troop may be required to keep a minimum balance (a certain amount of money) 

in the account at all times; this may be as little as $10 or much more. The Troop may be 

charged a bank fee when the account balance drops below that minimum balance. 

Check with the bank to see if there is a minimum balance required for the account.  Be 

sure to check with other banks in your area to make sure that the Troop is not being 

overcharged.   

 Keep track of each check that is written and balance the checkbook regularly. Tips on 

balancing the checkbook can be found on the next page. 

 Don’t forget to record all ATM & debit card transactions as if they were a check. 

 Never write blank checks to people or companies (allowing them to fill in the amount) 

or let others write checks for the Troop. 

 Get a list from the bank of all the monthly fees applicable to the account.  If the fees are 

higher than those charged by other banks in the area, it might be time to change the 

account. 

 If the Troop earns interest on the account make sure to record it as one would a 

deposit on the account. 

 Ask if the Troop has to pay to re-order checks. 

 Ask if the Troop will be sent a monthly statement that includes either originals or 

copies of the checks written. Some banks keep the originals and only send a listing. 

Make sure the bank statement is mailed to the leader’s home – not Council. 

 Ask the bank if there is a limit to the number of transactions one can make each month. 
 

If the bank does not answer the questions to the Troop’s satisfaction consider changing the 

Troop account to another bank. There are many banks with multiple neighborhood branches 

that offer free checking accounts to Girl Scout Troops. 



 

Tips on Writing Checks: 
 Be sure to enter the correct numerical amount in dollars and cents in the small space that 

starts with the $ sign. 

 Write the exact same amount using words for whole dollar amounts starting at the very 

edge of the check. This prevents someone from writing a higher amount before the actual 

amount you have written. End with the fraction figure for the amount of change less 

than a dollar. Always follow the written amount with a straight line to fill up the 

remaining space. Twenty five and 63/100------------------------Dollars 

 Do not sign checks that have not been completely filled out.  If the checkbook is lost or 

even one check, someone could use it to withdraw money from the account. 

 Completely destroy any voided checks; rip them up so that no one can copy the MICR 

code, (the computer numbers at the bottom of the checks.) 

Bounced Checks 

The Girl Scouts of Nassau County (GSNC) Finance Dept. has the following procedure in place 

for any checks that bounce which were deposited into our bank account(s). 

 Every check that is deposited into any GSNC bank account that gets returned to 

the Council as unpaid will be charged a $25.00 fee. 

 A letter with instructions detailing amount due and how to remit payment will be 

sent from the GSNC Finance Dept. at Council to the 

Troop/Individual/Corporation that wrote the check.  

 If the amount due remains unpaid after two weeks, a second letter from the 

GSNC Finance Dept. at Council will be sent.  

 All bounced checks that remain unpaid after the allotted time period as stated in 

the second letter will be sent to collections, unless an arrangement for payment 

has been made with the GSNC Finance Dept. 

We understand that each situation is different and we will be glad to work with any individual 

in order to get a balance paid. 

How to Regularly Balance the Troop Checkbook: 
1. Compare the list of checks on the bank statement to the check register book by putting an 

“x” in the register by every figure that matches a cancelled check. 
 

2. Put all ATM/debit slips in order by date and compare them to the register book and bank 

statement by putting an “x” in the register for every figure that matches an ATM/debit 

withdrawal or deposit. 
 

3. Make final changes in the register after comparing the deposits with the bank statement. 

Put an “x” on the statement by every figure that matches with a deposit receipt. Record 

in the register any interest earned and bank fees charged. 
 

4. Write down the checkbook’s current balance at the top of a piece of paper or on the back 

of the statement. (Some banks provide a worksheet on the back of each statement for 

calculating the balance.) 
 



5. Subtract amounts for deposits have been made but which don’t appear yet on the 

statement. Add any outstanding checks. Compare the final figure to the bank statement. 
 

6. Can’t reconcile the final balance to the bank statement?  Double and triple check the 

math. If the Troop continues to find discrepancies, contact the bank. 
 

If there are any discrepancies or if the Troop feels the bank unfairly charged them in any way, 

contact the bank. 

 

Remember to keep all deposit slips and ATM/debit withdrawals along with receipts for 

purchases. 

 

In addition to balancing the checkbook, be sure to compare the monthly balance with the 

Troop’s Summary of Troop Finances and Detailed Cash Record of Troop Treasury.  Any bank fees 

should be added to the Troop treasury report as an expense. 

 

The Summary of Troop Finances and Detailed Cash Record of Troop Treasury is a record of dues 

collected, program revenue rebate checks, program fees collected, payments for activities, 

supplies, etc and should include Troop sponsorships and all money that comes in and out of the 

Troop account. 

 

If you need assistance feel free to ask your Association Treasurer or the Field Director assigned 

to your Association. 

 
 
 

Sample Deposit Slip for Checking or Savings Account 
 

At the bank, make sure that the teller stamps the deposit slip and returns copies to you.  

 

 



 

Suggestions for Use of Excess Troop Funds at the End of the Year 
If funds remain after planned and budgeted activities and expenses have been paid, have the 

girls consider using their funds for: 

 Registration of all Troop members for next year including the leaders, 

Troop Cookie Manager and Fall Products Program Manager. 

 Membership stars and discs. 

 Troop equipment (flags, flag stands, supplies). 

 Books for girls bridging to the next level. 

 Service projects. 

 Weekly dues. 

 Start-up activities for next year. 

 
 

Disbanded Troop Treasuries 
When a Troop is disbanded, the Troop financial records and banking supplies, including 

unused checks and all petty cash are given to the Association Treasurer or a member of the 

Association Service Team. 

 

This money is held in the Association for the Troop and the girls' use if the Troop reopens.  If 

you are a new leader/advisor, check with the Association Treasurer for the Troop records and 

materials. 
 

 

Change of Leadership 
When leadership of a Troop changes, the bank account should not be closed.  The Troop 

financial records and banking supplies, including unused checks and all petty cash are given to 

the Association Treasurer. Once new signature cards are on file with the bank, the Association 

Treasurer will turn over all banking materials to the new leader or adult associated with the 

Troop. 
 

 

New York State Tax Exemption 
As a non-profit group, the Troop is NOT required to pay sales tax on supplies and  

materials for use by the Troop.  All Troops and Associations are part of the Council’s New York 

State Tax Exempt Certificate.  A copy of the Council certificate may be obtained from the 

Receptionist at the Service Center or downloaded from your Association’s web page. 
 

Note:  Personal use of the Tax Exempt number may result in action taken by New York State 

Department of Taxation. 



PROGRAM INCOME 
 

Program Income – Troop Level 

The Girl Scout Cookie Program and Mags&Munchies Program 

(Fall Products Program) are the primary support for most Girl 

Scout Troops. The Cookie Program is the most successful 

financial literacy program in the country, and the wide variety 

of skills learned by girls participating in the program is 

unmatched by any other financial literacy program. Budgeting, goal setting, making change, 

marketing, sales, customer service, banking, and math - the list of skills continues in this most 

successful program for girls.  

 

Income that comes into a Troop account as a result of a program activity is considered 

program income.  

 

In addition to program income, Troops may receive contributed income (or public support) 

and earned income. 

 

Individual Accounting (Funding Your Fun) 

 

Program Income – Association Level 
Associations benefit from program income when Association events are held with an 

associated fee. The charging of a program fee is appropriate for an Association event; 

however, these fees should be modest so as to be affordable to all Troops within the 

Association. Association Program Income is also derived from the Cookie Program. 

 

If girls register as “non-Troop affiliated” members and participate in the Fall Products or 

Cookie Programs, the rebates from these sales should be deposited in the Association 

treasury as “Designated Income” and should be recorded as income on the Summary of 

Association Finances.  If these individuals wish to participate in Association events, these 

designated funds should be used to defray the program costs for these girls.  Those expenses 

should be recorded as a “Designated Expense” in the expense section of the Summary of 

Association Finances. 

 

 In addition to program income, Associations may receive contributed income (or public 

support) and earned income. 

 

When developing their budgets, Associations should consider offering financial assistance to 

ensure that lack of funds will not keep girls from participating in Girl Scouting. 

 

 



 

Product Programs and Banking 
Branch banking is the system used to show proof of payment for cash and checks collected 

during the Girl Scout Cookie Program and Fall Products Program. 

 Checks should be made out to Girl Scouts of Nassau County and should include the 

customer’s address and/or phone number and the seller’s Troop number. 

 As girls collect payment, they should bring it to the program manager.  The manager may 

be directed to enter this information into a Council computer based program. 

 The manager must regularly make deposits in any branch of an assigned bank (see the 

instructions for depositing money distributed with the program training materials) using 

the supply of deposit slips received from the Association Chair. Troop number and 

Association name must be entered on the lower left corner of the deposit slip (taking care 

that it shows through all copies). 

 Deposit slips are the Troop manager’s proof of payment; so they should be treated as 

carefully as CASH.  To be a valid proof of deposit, it MUST have a bank 

stamp/encoding.  Deposit slips are to be forwarded promptly to the Association Chair. 

(NOTE: Copies of the bank-stamped deposit slips must be in the Service Center by closing date 

established by Council.) 

 

 

Program Income - Council Level 
The Council receives program income from many sources including the product sales 

programs, camping, events fees, etc. 

 

Financial Assistance is available from the Council and from some Associations. Please ask 

about the types of assistance available and ensure that money does not stand in the way of a 

girl having a good experience in Girl Scouting. 

 

 



PUBLIC SUPPORT 
 

Public Support – Troop Level 
 

Troop Sponsorship Opportunities 

A sponsor is a community organization or a business that forms a voluntary association with 

a Girl Scout council on behalf of girls and their adult leaders/advisors. Sponsorship is a 

shared partnership, and both the sponsor and the Troop have different responsibilities.  

 

A sponsor’s aim and objectives should be compatible with the philosophy of Girl Scouting. 

Schools, religious groups, parent and teacher groups, men's and women's service groups, 

professional and fraternal societies, civic organizations, and labor groups are examples of 

community partners that provide sponsorship.  

 

 

Volunteer Hour Grants, Matching Gifts, Troop Sponsorships 
 

Volunteer Hour Grants- Gift is split evenly between the Troop or Association and Council 

Procedure:   

1. Girl Scout volunteers whose employers match volunteer hours with cash contributions 

should obtain the necessary paperwork from their employer.  

2. Submit the completed form to the Fund Development Department for any additional 

required information.  Usually GSNC is required to document the volunteer hours.  

3. GSNC will process the application and, upon receipt of the gift, will issue a check 

made payable to the Troop or Association for half of the donation. 

4. When the gift is not designated to a specific Troop or Association it will be added to 

the corporate donations made to GSNC and acknowledged as such. 

 

 

Matching Gifts- The gift stays with Council 

Procedure:   

Anyone who makes a contribution to the Council and whose employer offers a matching 

gift program can double their gift! 

1. The person making the donation obtains the matching gift form from their employer 

(usually Human Resources) and completes it.  

2. If required, the form should be sent to GSNC for verification of gift. 

3. Return completed form to the employer, and the matching gift is sent to Council. 

4. GSNC’s Fund Development Team will acknowledge the matching gift to the 

employer. 

5. The matching gift will be attributed to the individual who made the original gift and 

credited to the appropriate appeal, i.e. Board Campaign, Family Partnership, etc.  

Troop Sponsorships--The gift stays with the Troop 



 

So that donors can reap the full tax benefit of their gift, Troops submit to the Fund 

Development Team a record of any gift received. As required by the IRS, Girl Scouts of 

Nassau County must substantiate gifts of $250 or more.  

Procedure: 

1. All Troop sponsorships are recorded on the appropriate form and sent to Girl Scouts 
of Nassau County Fund Development Team for appropriate recognition. Sponsors 
receive a Sponsorship certificate, listing in Girlfriends and if the donation is $ 250 or 
more, the Annual Report.  For donations of $250 or more, the actual donation must be 
sent to Council along with the Sponsorship Agreement.  The donation will be reissued 
to the Troop. 

2. The Troop leader will complete the Troop section of the Sponsorship Agreement to 
ensure proper documentation, and Council will then issue the Troop a Council check 
for the amount of the donation.  Be sure to keep a copy for Troop records. 

3. Submit the completed form and the actual donation check of $250 or more to the Fund 
Development Team at Council (GSNC) in order for an acknowledgement letter to be 
sent, and the donation reissued to the Troop.  

 

 

Responsibilities of the Sponsor and Troop 

A sponsor might assume responsibility for: 

 Appointing a liaison person to serve on the Troop committee. 

 Publicizing Girl Scout activities. 

 Supplying resources/services for the Troop, such as books, flags, art supplies 

and other materials, transportation, adult training, refreshments, and Internet 

access. 

 Providing a meeting place. 

 

In turn, the Girl Scout Troop would: 

 Keep the sponsor informed of Troop activities.  

 Invite the sponsor to appropriate activities.  

 Recognize and publicize the sponsor's contributions to the Troop.  

 Actively seek opportunities to provide service for the sponsor.  

 Help the sponsor become a member of Girl Scouts.  

 Submit appropriate form and donation if applicable. 

 

 

Successful Sponsor Appreciation Ideas  

 Make an annual scrapbook of the Troop’s activities for the sponsor.  

 Have girls send handmade cards to thank the sponsor or to acknowledge the 

sponsor on special Girl Scout days.  

 Give the sponsor a framed certificate of appreciation to hang in its place of 

business.  

 Assist with a mailing or bring them Girl Scout cookies.  

 Visit the sponsor on Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day.  



 Invite the sponsor to send a representative to an investiture or awards ceremony to 

receive a token of the Troop’s appreciation.  

 

 

For information about Troop Sponsorship (see Volunteer Essentials page 60) Troops should 

avoid: 

 Activities that imply product endorsement by Girl Scouts. 

 Activities that imply political endorsements. 

 Meeting places that are not safe, clean, and secure.  

 Fund-raising as Girl Scouts for other organizations.  

 Using a vehicle not properly registered, insured, and/or operated by an adult 

without a valid driver's license.  

 

 

Five Steps to Securing a Troop Sponsorship 
 

  PlanXX  

Think of someone who owns a small business or belongs to a service club or community 

organization who would be interested in supporting a Girl Scout Troop. Some ideas include 

the local Kiwanians, Rotary Club, a women’s professional business organization, the local 

deli, fabric store, beauty salon, the company where a parent works, a house of worship or 

school PTA. Contact the Fund Development Team to see if the prospective sponsor has been 

approached recently and let the Council know of the Troop’s plans. 
 

  Make ContactXX  

Call or visit the prospective sponsor. Tell them a little about the Troop, the number of girls, 

how old they are and where they go to school. Discuss some of the plans the Troop has for 

the upcoming year, or talk about plans for each girl to begin the year with a membership pin 

and handbook.  Perhaps the sponsor could support a special trip or activity the Troop has 

planned. Explain the Troop finances. Is it before calendar and product programs? Is the 

Troop just starting? Does the Troop have a special need that can’t be met by the parents? 

Does the Troop need a place to meet? Explain what the Troop’s needs are, and then ask the 

prospect for their support. Be specific. 
 

An ask may sound like this: 

“I have a group of 22 Brownie Girl Scouts who are 8-9 years old. We plan to sell hundreds of 

cookies this year so that we can go on a camping trip in the summer, but we don’t have the 

Troop funds yet for each of the girls to have a Girl Scout membership pin, badge sash and 

handbook. It would be a great help to the girls if you could sponsor our Troop. Your name 

will be listed in Girlfriends, the Council newsletter, and you will receive a Sponsorship 

Appreciation Certificate from GSNC.  We would appreciate your support. Will you help us 

this year?”  
 



 

  Sign the AgreementXX  

Share the Troop Sponsorship Agreement form with the sponsor and ask them to fill in the 

information and sign it. Send a copy to Girl Scouts of Nassau County, Fund Development 

Team, 110 Ring Road West, Garden City, NY 11530. Be sure to include the sponsor’s support 

on the Troop financial information sheet. If a donation received is over $250, the Troop must 

send it along with the signed form to Council for an IRS substantiation requirement. The 

entire $250 will be given back to the Troop. 
 

  Show Your AppreciationXX  

Thank the sponsor. Send a copy of the signed agreement form to Council so that the sponsor 

may receive an official Troop Sponsorship Certificate and have their name listed in 

Girlfriends. Fulfill the terms of the agreement by providing appropriate recognition and 

service to the sponsor. Keep the sponsor involved and informed throughout the year. 

 

  Ask AgainXX  

After completing the terms of the agreement and showing appropriate appreciation, 

approach the Troop sponsor and ask for their support again next year. 

 

 

Public Support – Association Level 
Many service organizations or small businesses may wish to direct their contributions to the 

communities where they live. Designated gifts to a particular Association are still considered 

public support of the Girl Scout Council. Since Council holds the 501 (c)(3) status, it is 

important that Council follows IRS guidelines and provides substantiation for all gifts over 

$250. That means that when an Association receives a contribution they should process it 

through Council. The Council returns the gift to the Association as soon as possible with no 

administrative fees deducted.  Council sends the proper substantiation and 

acknowledgements. A form is provided to aid Associations in this process. Gifts below $250 

must be listed in the Association’s financial report. Because the Board of Directors has a 

fiduciary responsibility to the general public and especially donors, they may audit 

Association records to ensure that Associations are in compliance with all GSUSA and GSNC 

policies, standards and guidelines. 

 

 

Public Support of the Council/Associations - United Ways, Funds and Chests 
Girl Scouts of Nassau County enjoys the support of a variety of community funds and chests 

from different communities across the county and from the United Way of Long Island and 

the tri-state United Way. Currently these funds are for general operating support and may or 

may not be directed to specific communities. It is anticipated that changes will be made to 

United Way funding that may be more focused on outcomes and specific programs. United 

Ways, funds, chests, organizations, corporations, foundations and individuals all contribute 



to the general operating budget of the Council so that all girls within the Council’s 

jurisdiction can be served. 

 

 

Public Support of the Council/Associations - Organizations and Corporations  
Sometimes the Council receives a contribution from an organization, foundation or 

corporation that is directed to a specific program or a specific geographical area. Council 

manages those contributed funds on behalf of the program or geographic area. This fiduciary 

oversight or stewardship of funds is important to ensuring that Council continues to receive 

public support. Council’s gift acceptance policies state that contributions designated to a 

specific program must be used for that program. Sometimes the Association may not be 

aware of special project funding as staff usually carries out these activities. Special projects 

and grants may benefit the Association by reaching out to girls who have not had the 

opportunity to be involved in Girl Scouting, thus increasing membership within the 

Association.  

The Blue Book of Basic Documents states that “All money raised, or earned, and other assets 

received in the name of and for the benefit of Girl Scouting… become the property of and are 

administered by the Girl Scout council or Girl Scouts of the USA. Such assets are not the 

property of individuals, geographic units, or communities within a Girl Scout council.” Girl 

Scouts of Nassau County allows individual Associations to manage their own finances and 

only when funds are mismanaged does Council take control of Association funds.  

 

 

Public Support of the Council - Family Partnership 

 

What is the Annual Family Partnership?  

A fund-raising strategy that coincides with Girl Scout registration, the Annual  Family 

Partnership asks for contributions to Girl Scouts.  
 

Why should I participate? 

Giving to the Annual Giving Family Partnership demonstrates your support of your 

Girl Scout’s experience.  

 

How much should I give? 

How much to donate is a personal decision. We ask that each family give as much as 

they can. The Troop will receive a 10% rebate from families who give between $25.00 

and $39.99. And, for donations of $40.00 or more, Troops will receive a 15% rebate, 

and the family will receive a patch for each Girl Scout. Families that give $100 and 

above will be listed in the Annual Report and the Troop receives a rebate of 15%. 
 



 

Where does the money go? 

100% of all contributions go to Girl Scouts of Nassau County and supports all Girl 

Scouts.  78 - 80% goes directly to support Council program activities, leader training, 

recruitment, professional services and resource development 

. 

Why does Council need money? 

Council is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that depends on public support. It costs 

the Council over $ $230 a year to serve one girl. We have over 22, 000 girls in our 

Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EARNED INCOME 
 

Girls earn money in two distinct ways:  

 • “Council-sponsored product sales” are council-wide 

sales of Girl Scout–authorized products (such as Girl Scout 

Cookies, magazines, or nuts and candy); in which members 

participate as part of the Girl Scout program.  

 • “Group money-earning” refers to activities organized by the group (not 

by the council) that are planned and carried out by girls (in partnership with 

adults) and that earn money for the group. These activities must be approved 

by the council in writing.  Volunteer Essentials   p. 52 60. 

 

 

Can we raise money for a great cause—for example, walk-a-thons, auctions, etc.?  

As a member of Girl Scouts, you cannot raise money for other organizations. Period. Groups 

can decide to give donations of funds already earned, or goods purchased from group funds, 

to a cause. For example, a Girl Scout group might donate money to a scholarship fund as a 

memorial to someone, purchase groceries for a shelter at Thanksgiving or "adopt" an animal 

at the zoo. Groups can also volunteer at events. They can give out water bottles for example, 

or cheer on runners. Just be sure that your presence does not give the perception of endorsing 

a product, political cause or candidate. Avoid projects or events that use girls as a form of 

free labor, i.e., to do something that someone would normally be hiring others to do such as 

passing out flyers or making phone calls. 

 

 

Can individually registered girls earn money as Girl Scouts?  

Girls are not allowed to earn money for themselves, whether they are in a group or 

participating as individually registered members. However, any registered Girl Scout 

including individually registered girls can take part in product sales programs (Cookies and 

Mags & Munchies Program) and other Council-approved activities and have the rebates 

earned credited for her use for Girl Scout activities.  

  

  

Girl Scouts of Nassau County encourages Associations to assist individual girls in 

participation in the cookie program as a "group" with a responsible adult overseeing their 

participation. Associations might sign up individually registered girls to work at a cookie 

booth or team up with another girl who is selling cookies.  

The money can be used for Girl Scout camp and program activities that benefit individually 

registered girls. Parents may request funds from the individually registered girls’ account for 

 
 



 

their participation in approved Girl Scout activities. Cookie credits earned may also be used 

for the above Girl Scout activities.  

 

Money does not become the property of girls whether they are in a group or participating as 

individually registered members.  

  

 

Can an individual girl or Troop solicit a local club for money for her/their Girl Scout Gold 

Award project?  

Girl Scouts of any age cannot solicit money. It is the job of the adult to do the "ask," but the 

girl can give a presentation about the project. If any group or individual is to be approached, 

it must be cleared with the Council to avoid duplication or conflicts.  

 

Can a Troop do money-earning activities beyond the council product sales program?  

Money earning should never be an end unto itself. Council product sales are a program 

activity for girls to learn specific skills, including goal setting, sales and project management. 

Additional money-earning projects must be part of a plan for a specific activity. Always get 

Council approval for any money-earning projects beyond Council product sales.  

 

Answers to other questions about group finances can be found in Girl Scouts Nassau County 

Volunteer Essentials . 

 
 

Examples of money-earning activities that are not appropriate for Girl Scout groups are 

product demonstration parties, raffles, drawings, games of chance, the sale of commercial 

products, (other than those offered during Council-sponsored sales), and door-to-door 

solicitation. 

Girl Scout Troops must have permission from an authorized Council representative 

before asking organizations, foundations or individuals for financial or in-kind gifts. 

 

GSUSA Guidelines for Troop Money Earning 

Follow Volunteer Essentials about money-earning, which include, but are not limited to:  

 Getting written approval from Council before starting a Troop money-earning 

project.  Troop Money Earning Form 

 

 Making sure activities are age appropriate and within the goals and principles of 

Girl Scout program. (This means that games of chance, direct solicitation for cash, 

or product endorsement are not appropriate.) 

 Making sure an adult is around at all times when girls are doing money-earning 

activities outside the meeting place. 

 Making sure money earned as Girl Scouts is used for Girl Scout activities, not for 

personal things. 

http://www.gsnc.org/forms/documents/moneyearn.pdf


If you have questions, you should check Volunteer Essentials 2010 and/or contact the Girl 

Scout Council office at 516.741.2550. 

 

 

Some ideas for Troop money-earners from the GoGirlsOnly.org Web site include: 

 I'm a leader for a Junior Girl Scout Troop. We went to Savannah this past August and were 

able to raise all the money we needed through various creative money-earning projects. Our 

best project was bagging groceries at a large grocery store. We did it the Saturday before Easter 

when the store was busy. We set tip cans at each cash register, and people would give us a 

dollar or two. With seven girls and moms working a total of six hours, we earned $1072!  

 My Troop had a garage sale and because everyone contributed we made over $1,000. If you 

plan a garage sale be sure to have baked goods and coffee for the adults, and people will buy 

them. 

 A Senior Troop reported that they worked at a food booth at their local college basketball 

games and made lots of money for their trip to Europe.  

 Car washes are an old standard, but it sure takes a lot to get anywhere. How about spring 

window washing? 

 Work with your Troop sponsor. Ask them to put up matching funds for any money you 

raise or help you at a Troop money- earning activity. (Be sure to send postcards to the 

sponsor during the trip!) 

 Some supermarket chains will give you money or goods if you collect register receipts or 

coupons. It is a good way to involve families and neighbors in your money earning. 

 A Cadette Troop held a drive for returnable cans for three months. They had friends, 

neighbors, and businesses saving cans.  

 Our Troop held a garage sale to earn money. Since we had stuff left over we donated most of the 

things to the Salvation Army, and the rest to the needy. The total amount of money we made 

was $346.11. This garage sale lasted only one day. We had a wonderful time.  

 Our Troop holds a Girl Scout picnic every year. It's an all day function where the girls work on 

badges while doing fun activities. In the afternoon we do games like the peanut hunt, the wet 

sponge relay, and many other games. It is very profitable. In one year we made over $600.00, 

but the best part is we have fun. 

 Last summer our Senior Girl Scout Troop spent 10 days in Belize. We did many money-

earning activities, but our most successful one was making small Girl Scout dolls. The dolls 

were totally handmade by our Troop; they had stuffed bodies and wooden heads. Our customers 

could special order the hair and eye color, and we had dolls representing each age level 

including adult Girl Scouts. We raised over $600.00 making lots of dolls. Belize was 

wonderful, and the Girl Guides were very hospitable and friendly.  

 Troop 6110 of San Diego earned $4,700 doing a Sign of the Satellite workshop for Juniors. We 

plan to use the funds for a trip to Our Chalet and Italy. WOW! It will be a blast. 

 Our Girl Scout Troop hosted a spaghetti dinner. We got all of the supplies donated from local 

supermarkets and restaurants. The girls then did all the cooking, serving and entertaining at 

the dinner. They all had a great time and were able to earn a couple of badge requirements as 

well. Our first dinner earned the Troop over $500!  



 

 

 

Earned Income- Association Level 
 

ASSOCIATION MONEY -EARNING 
 

Policy: Association money-earning activities must be submitted in writing and 

approved by the Council prior to implementation and may not take place 

during Council sponsored Product Program. Core dates (published annually). 

 

 The specific programs are the Mags & Munchies Program or the Cookie 

Program. 

 

Standard:  In order to assure there is enough time for planning and implementation of the 

additional money-earning event, it is necessary that the Association submit the application 

with sufficient lead time and appropriate financial documentation.  
 

Procedures for Filing for an Association Money-Earning Activity 
1. Read criteria checklist and application form through completely before taking it to the 

Service Team for discussion. 

2. Use the current GSNC Policies, Standards and Guidelines and Volunteer Essentials. 

3. Have item put on Service Team agenda to allow enough time for discussion. 

4. Be sure to complete ALL information on both the criteria/checklist and application. 

5. Check to be sure there are three different signatures on the application. 

 

Submit to the Program Department at least 3 to 6 months prior to the money-earning 

event. 

 

Girls and Money 
It is a policy of Girl Scouts of the USA and Girl Scouts of Nassau County that girls do not 

engage in any solicitation of funds or contributions for themselves, Girl Scouts or other 

organizations. 

 

Girls should be encouraged, however, to be involved in the financial management of funds in 

their Troop. Depending on the program level, girls can learn to set goals, to budget and to 

make realistic plans for the money they have in their Troop treasury or that they expect to 

generate through programs or money-earners. Girls learn to manage money through role 

models and the examples they see in their parents and Troop leaders. They can learn life-long 

skills of budgeting and goal setting, earning their own way, and working as a team to achieve 

a common goal. Important lessons about giving to others and philanthropy can also be 

encouraged at all levels of Girl Scouting.  

 



Money in a Troop treasury belongs to Girl Scouting and not to any individual girl. Money 

earned through Product Sales (Mags & Munchies and Cookies) and other Troop Money 

Earning Activities can, however, be credited for use by a girl for her Girl Scout activities*.  

The girl and her family can notify the Troop Leader that they want her money earning 

rebates applied to her activities.  The girl who sells 200 boxes of Girl Scout Cookies would 

then have twice as much money to use for trips or events as the girl who sells 100 boxes.    

Girl Scout activities include Troop or Association events or trips, as well as Council activities 

such as Summer Camp.  For more details, and a form that parents can use to inform the 

Troop Leader of their wishes, see the Forms section of this publication.   

 

FundingYour Fun 

Here are a few examples of money issues. The correct answers can be found at the end of the 

Glossary section of this publication.  

 

1. There is only one spot left in the van for an upcoming Girl Scout trip. Jaime sold 160 boxes 

of cookies with the help of her mother and always brings in her Troop dues of 50 cents 

per week. She has been in the Troop for three years and can’t wait for the trip they have 

been planning. LaToya sold 10 boxes of cookies by herself to her friends and family. She 

does not always bring in her dues and although this is her first year in Girl Scouting, she 

is always at the meeting ready to help clean up or perform the flag ceremony or teach a 

song. She has never been on a trip away from home. Who should go on the trip, Jaime or 

LaToya? 

 

2. Twelve girls have been together in Troop #541 since they were Daisies. They have been 

saving money for a variety of program activities. When a new girl comes to join the Troop 

the leader asks her for $75 in dues to catch up with the dues and money-earners the girls 

have participated in throughout the years. The new girl really wants to join but can’t 

afford the $75. What would be a fair amount for her to pay? 
 

 

3. Sarah’s family just moved to another county, and Sarah wants to join a Cadette Troop in 

her new hometown. In her old Troop Sarah was the top cookie seller and earned over 

$150 for the Troop along with a $25 of cookie credit. Can Sarah’s leader transfer the 

money and cookie dough to Sarah’s new Troop? 

 

4. Bobbie Jo is the daughter of a single working mom. She doesn’t bring dues to the 

meetings, and although they are only $1.00 a week she says she can’t afford the dues. She 

also can’t afford a book, uniform or sash. When Bobbie Jo earns badges she doesn’t have 

the money to pay for them. What can be done to help Bobbie Jo feel like she is a part of 

the group and just like the other girls? 

 



 

5. At the beginning of the year an experienced Troop leader decided that in order to save all 

the hassles of collecting money throughout the year, she would ask parents for $150.00 to 

cover registration fees, Troop dues, and activity fees. She told the parents that would 

include a contribution to the Troop and not to worry about any other monies throughout 

the year. Is this an easier way to handle money in Girl Scouting? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Policies and Standards 
 

 

Blue Book of Basic Documents 

Policies of Girl Scouts of the United States of America 
 

 

Fundraising Methods  

All fundraising methods employed by Girl Scout groups must be in keeping with the 

principles for which the organization stands. (p. 19) 
 

 

Control of Funds  

All money raised, or earned, and other assets received in the name of and for the benefit of 

Girl Scouting must be authorized by a Girl Scout council or Girl Scouts of the United States of 

America and used for the purposes of Girl Scouting. Such monies and other assets become 

the property of and are administered by the Girl Scout council or Girl Scouts of the USA. 

Such assets are not the property of individuals, geographic units, or communities within a 

Girl Scout council. (p. 19) 
 

 

Family Solicitation  

Financial support for Girl Scout councils is derived from the broader community. Local 

councils are encouraged to solicit the families of girl members for voluntary financial support 

as one part of an overall fundraising campaign. This may be done at the time of membership 

registration. Any such family contribution shall be voluntary, not a prerequisite for 

membership and not considered a fee for local council services. (p. 19) 
 
 

Solicitation of Contributions  

Adult members in their Girl Scout capacities may not solicit financial contributions for 

purposes other than Girl Scouting. Adults may engage in combined fundraising efforts 

authorized by the Girl Scout council and in which the local council is a beneficiary. Girl 

members may not engage in any direct solicitation for money. (p. 20) 
 

 

Internet Sales  

Sales on a Web site on the Internet of any products sold in council-sponsored product sales, 

such as Girl Scout cookies, candy, nuts, or magazine subscriptions, may not be conducted by 

anyone at any time.  

Sales on the Internet of Girl Scout merchandise, such as uniforms, insignia, publications, and 

equipment, may only be conducted by duly authorized and licensed Girl Scout councils, 

council shops, retail agencies, and/or GSUSA licensed vendors. Permission to sell on the 

Internet must be obtained from GSUSA. 

 

For safety and security reasons, sales on the Internet for any Girl Scout Troop 



 

 money-earning activities may not be conducted by individual girls, parents, or 

 other adults. (p. 19) 

 

 

Recent Statements from Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. 
 

 

Endorsements 
 

Fundraising for Other Organizations  

When people give money to those identifying themselves as Girl Scouts, they 

assume that they are helping to provide Girl Scouting to girls in their 

community.   It would be misleading and a breach of the public trust to use 

the Girl Scout name to raise money for another purpose, no matter how noble. 

Therefore, all money raised in the name of Girl Scouting must be used for that 

purpose. 

References:  

Blue Book of Basic Documents 2006 

       "Control of Funds," p. 19 

       "Solicitation of Contributions," p. 20 

Girl Scouts of Nassau County Volunteer Essentials 2011Chapter 5 “Managing Group 

Finances”. 

 
Fiscal Responsibility  

Money management and fiscal responsibility are important skills girls learn 

from Girl Scout Cookie program activities, which are the nation’s premier 

entrepreneurship program. In addition, local councils rely on revenue from 

cookie activities to keep Girl Scouting affordable and available to all girls. 

 

While Girl Scout councils have an excellent record of handling delinquent 

accounts, many councils use professional collection agencies after they have 

made initial attempts to collect on bad debts. It is critical that everyone who 

supports the Girl Scout cookie program activities set a good example and take 

their fiduciary responsibilities seriously. Girl Scouts of the USA extends its 

thanks to all Americans who help millions of girls learn valuable life skills by 

purchasing Girl Scout cookies. 
 



Girl Scouts of Nassau County, Inc. Policies, Standards and Guidelines  
 

 

Troop Finances and Money Earning Activities 
 

 

Troop Bank Accounts  

 

Policy:  Each Troop that has funds in excess of $25 shall deposit said funds in a  

checking or savings account in the name of Girl Scouts of Nassau  

 County Troop # _______.  

 

Policy:  Each Troop account must have a minimum of two signatories on the  

 account; one being the Troop Leader and the other a member of the 

Association Service Team or a representative from Council.  

 

Standard:  Three or more signatories ensure appropriate and responsible access 

to the account in an emergency and/or special circumstance.  

 

Troop Financial Reports  

 

Policy:  Each Troop must submit a Troop Financial Report to the Association  

 Service Team, by the published deadline.  

 

Standard:  Troop Leaders are responsible for completing and submitting 

the Troop Financial Report.  The Troop Leader may not be reappointed 

if these reports are not submitted by the end of the current Girl  

 Scout Year.  

 

 

Troop Monies  

 

Policy:  A Troop should primarily finance their activities through 

Troop dues and money earned through Council- sponsored 

Product Programs. If necessary additional monies can be earned  

  through Council-approved Troop money-earning activities. These  

 additional activities may not take place during Council-sponsored 

Product Program core dates ( as published annually). 

 



 

 

Product Programs  

 

Policy:  Girl Scout Product Programs provide girls opportunities to learn 

valuable skills while earning money to fund Troop activities and trips, as 

well as support community service and action. Girl Scout Product  

 Programs allow every girl the opportunity to participate in Girl 

Scouts, regardless of a family’s ability to pay.  While no girl is ever 

required to participate in Girl Scout Product Programs, every girl and  

 her family should be offered the opportunity and receive all materials  

 to participate in Girl Scout Product Programs.  

 

Other Troop Money Earning  
 

Policy:                  Troops who have participated in Council-sponsored  

Product Programs are eligible to conduct other money-

earning activities when they have specific goals and funding  

 needs. Troop money-earning activity applications must be  

 submitted in writing and approved by both the Association 

 Service Team and by Council prior to implementation. 

These additional activities may not take place during  

 Council- sponsored Product Program core dates (as published  

 annually).  

 

Standard:  In order to assure there is enough time for planning and  

 implementation of the additional money-earning event,  

 it is necessary that the Troop submit the application in sufficient 

lead time and with appropriate financial documentation.  

 

Solicitation of Funds  

 

Policy:  All girls, adults, Troops and/or Associations must obtain 

written permission  from Council before soliciting funds (outside 

of Product Programs) for Girl Scout use from any other 

organization, institution, corporation, business, foundation, 

government entity, elected official or other individual. 

 Girls, adults, Troops and/or Associations should submit their requests  

 to Council stating the reason for the request, how the funds will be 

 used to support Girl Scouting and the current status of the   

Treasury involved.  

 

 

 

 



Policy:  Unless otherwise notified by Girl Scouts of the USA, all girls, adults, 

 Troops and/or Associations are prohibited from soliciting funds on  

 behalf of Girl Scouting to be used for any other charitable, religious,  

 school, community, civic, political or relief group or organization.  

 

Standard: Troops may decide to use a portion of their own Treasury to  

 support charitable or community efforts.  Such decisions should  

 involve all the girls in the Troop and should be made by 

a democratic process.  

 

Disbanded Troop Monies  

 

Policy:  Prior to disbanding a Troop, a Summary of Troop Finances must 

be submitted to the Association Service Team and arrangements made for 

the transfer of funds to the Association.  
 

  

 

 

Association Monies  

 

Association Bank Accounts  

 

Policy:  Each Association shall have a checking account bearing the 

name of Girl Scouts of Nassau County, Inc. and the Association. 

 This account should have a minimum of four signatories.  

 

Standard:  The signatories must include the Executive Director (or her/his staff 

designee) and the Chair of Association Volunteers (CAV), the  

Association Treasurer, as well as another member of Service Team 

appointed by the CAV.  

It is recommended that the Association as the fiduciary of the funds act 

prudently and require two members of the Service Team 

to sign checks for conducting Association business. 

The four signatories ensure appropriate and responsible access to the 

account in an emergency and/or special circumstance.  

 

Association Financial Reports  

 

Policy:  The Chair of Association Volunteers (or her/his appointed designee)  

must submit a written Annual Financial Report to the Council by the 

end of the current Girl Scout Year.  

 



 

Policy:           The Chair of Association Volunteers (or her/his designee) should   

  submit copies of all Troop Financial Summary in the Association’s  

  jurisdiction to Council by the end of the current Girl Scout year. 
 

Standard:  Proper handling of monies, accurate tracking of funds, and timely  

   financial reporting is necessary in the Association to ensure appropriate  

oversight of funds.  Associations should use the Troop Financial  

summaries as a resource to review Troop activities, and to approve 

Troop money-earning activities. This helps ensure a quality balanced  

program in a reasonably safe environment within their Association. 

 

Standard:  Associations should provide an updated report of finances at each  

Service Team Meeting, at the Annual Meeting of the Association, and upon 

request of the public.  

 

Association Money-Earning  

 

 

Policy:  Association money-earning activities must be submitted in writing  

  and approved by the Council prior to implementation and may not  

take place during Council-sponsored Product Program core dates  

(published annually).  

 

Standard:  In order to assure there is enough time for planning and  

implementation of the additional money-earning event,  

it is necessary that the Association submit the application with sufficient 

lead time and appropriate financial documentation.  
 

 

 

Debt Policy  

 

Policy: A person owing a debt to girl scouts of Nassau County for more than 90 days 

may be removed immediately from any adult volunteer position currently 

held. Girl Scouts of Nassau County reserves the right to seek collection of all 

debts. 



Glossary 
 

Account History 

A bank’s listing of all transactions on an account for a designated period of time for both 

checking and savings accounts. Received monthly. 
 

Account Number 

A bank number that uniquely identifies an account.  
 

Account Statement 

A summary of an account's activity.  
 

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) 

A percentage rate that reflects the total amount of interest paid on an account, based on the 

interest rate and the frequency of compounding for a period of 365 days.  
 

Association 

Local geographical areas formed around school districts. There are 36 Associations in Girl 

Scouts of Nassau County. GSUSA refers to these units as Service Units. 
 

Authorized Signature 

The sign or mark of an individual who is authorized to issue instructions regarding a bank 

account. Two or three signatures are needed on Girl Scout bank accounts. 
 

Available Balance 

The amount of money in a deposit account that is available for a banking transaction. This 

balance is the portion of the current balance that no longer has any holds placed on it, plus 

any overdraft protection. This may not be the same figure as your current balance. 
 

Blue Book of Basic Documents 

Issued by Girl Scouts of the USA. This resource contains the Charter, the Constitution, the 

By-Laws, Policies, and Credentials of the national organization.  
 

Board of Directors 

The governance body of Girl Scouts of Nassau County, elected by the Delegates of the 

Council. The Board of Directors is comprised of Officers of the Council and Members-at-

Large. The Board is a volunteer body with the exception of the Executive Director/CEO who 

is a member by virtue of his/her position. 
 

CAV – Chair of Association Volunteers 

An adult who is the lead operations person in the Association. The CAV works primarily 

with the Field Directors and Team Managers to promote and maintain Girl Scouting in the 

local communities. 

 



 

 

Family Partnership 

An opportunity for families to show their support of Girl Scouting through a financial 

contribution. The campaign is run in conjunction with Girl Scout registration, with follow up 

letters and additional solicitations throughout the Girl Scout membership year. 
 

Fund raising 

Techniques used in a public appeal for contributions to fund the program and activities of the 

organization. Fund raising, which often relates to short-term needs, is only part of a fund 

development plan. In Girl Scouting, fund raising is the responsibility of adults. 
 

Insufficient Funds 

An occurrence where a bank account holder's withdrawals are greater than the amount of 

deposits, which results in a negative balance.  
 

Juliette Low World Friendship Fund 

A Girl Scouts of the USA operated fund that supports educational programs, service projects, 

training, and international travel to foster friendship among girls from the 140 countries of 

the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts. Even though donations for the Juliette 

Low World Friendship Fund may be sent at any time, popular times include World Thinking 

Day (February 22), Juliette Low's Birthday (October 31) and during Girl Scout Week (week of 

March 12). Donations must be received by June 30 to be included in the Juliette Low World 

Friendship Fund Report for the fiscal year in which it was intended. Councils are challenged to 

contribute $.50 per girl to the Juliette Low World Friendship Fund each year.  
 

Lifetime Member 

By making this commitment for life, you will be supporting the Lifetime Membership 

Endowment Fund, used to develop and extend Girl Scout membership to all girls. The 

lifetime membership dues are $300 (25 times the annual dues). A special lifetime 

membership, at the reduced cost of $156 is offered to girls who are registered Girl Scout 

Ambassadors at the time of their high school graduation, providing they apply for lifetime 

membership before their current annual membership expires on September 30th. 
 

Money Market Account 

A savings account on which interest may be paid if established in accordance with the 

requirements of Section 561.28 of Title 12 of the Code of Federal Regulations, which includes 

limited transfer privileges.  
 

Non-Sufficient Funds (NSF) 

Same as Insufficient Funds.  
 

 

Policy 

A selected, planned line of conduct; an established course of action that must be followed. 



Look for Girl Scout policies in Blue Book of Basic Documents 2000 and in the Leader’s Digest and 

/or Girl Scouts of Nassau County Policies, Standards and Guidelines. 

 
 

Girl Scouts of Nassau County Volunteer Essentials  

An on line document containing safety guidelines to protect and maintain the well being of 

every Girl Scout.  Volunteer Essentials also provides basic leadership resources for leaders 

and other adults who work directly with girls. 
 

Service Team 

The operational group of volunteers that is led by the CAV to ensure that Girl Scouting 

“happens” in the Association. 
 

 

Sponsor 

A sponsor is a community organization or a business that forms a voluntary association with 

a Girl Scout Council on behalf of girls and their adult leaders. Sponsorship is a shared 

partnership, and both the sponsor and the Troop have different responsibilities.  
 

Troop money-earning 

An activity planned and carried out by girls to earn money for Troop expenses, not a fund-

raiser. Girls do not solicit funds for Girl Scouting. 
 

 

Answers  
1: Both, other arrangements need to be made for transportation   

2: The same dues as the other girls. A leader should not charge more dues for one girl than for another, and the 

entire group should agree upon dues. 

3: Yes, if the family has chosen the individual accounting method, the portion of funds in the Troop treasury 

that was earned by Sarah should go with her for her use in her new Troop. 

4: Many Troops pay for sashes and insignia from the Troop treasury. Financial assistance is available from the 

Association and from the Council when girls need help with dues or activity fees. The Troop may also vote to 

use Troop funds to purchase earned badges.          

5: No, budgeting, planning and learning the responsibility of bringing in dues is all part of the Girl Scout 

program. Individual activity fees will vary depending on girls who can attend the events. Donations to the 

Troop from parents are not allowed, donations to the Council, however, are encouraged. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

VOLUNTEER POSITION DESCRIPTIONS  

AND 

FORMS 
This section includes completed samples of the following 

money related forms as well as the Volunteer Position 

Description for the Association Treasurer.  Forms may be 

obtained from the Service Center or may be downloaded 

from our Web site www.gsnc.org. Be sure to check to ensure 

that you have the most current form(s). 
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One year with an annual review.  May be re-appointed for additional terms. 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 



 

 



 
 



 

 



 



 

 



Budget Worksheet 
 

Things to Consider: 
 

1. Total cost of trip/activity 

 

a) What other types of program will be offered during the year if all money is going 

towards this trip/activity? 

 

b) What is the group’s projected income? 

 

Dues      __________ 

Mags & Munchies Program  __________ 

Cookies     __________ 

Money-earning project (If necessary) __________ 

 

c) What are the anticipated Expenses? 

 

Transportation    __________ 

Meals      __________ 

Accommodations    __________ 

Activity Fees     __________ 

Program Fees    __________ 

Materials/Supplies    __________ 

Contingency Fund 

 

   d ) What will the trip/activity cost each girl? 

 

Total cost per person   __________ 

 

What will be paid for by: 

Group Funds     __________ 

Individual     __________ 

Total Cost     _________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Individual Accounting- Parent Notification Form: 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 
In the past, Girl Scout Cookie and Mags & Munchies Products Program rebates have gone into the Troop 
treasury and were divided equally among all the girls in the Troop, regardless of their individual achievements.  
This year, your daughter has the option for individual accounting of her earnings, within her Troop’s treasury.  
She can use any money earned through her Girl Scout Cookie® and Mags & Munchies Products sales to fund 
her Girl Scout Troop activities.  Money earned through her sales can also be applied to Council-sponsored 
activities such as Program events listed in Possibilities, Girl Scout summer day camp or sleep-away camp.    The 
more you earn, the more you can do! 
 
The choice is yours and your daughter’s.   

 Discuss the Troop’s plans for the product program profits with the Troop Leader 

 Decide whether you want your daughter’s profits pooled with the rest of the Troop, or if you would 
prefer that her profits be allocated for her use only.   

 You and your daughter sign the agreement and return it to your Troop Leader. 

 Keep track of her sales and progress towards her goal throughout the sale period 

 Inform the Troop Leader how you would like the profits used.  (Troop trip or activity, Council program 
or GSNC summer camp, or other Girl Scout activity).  Unless the Troop has a long-range plan for the 
funds, please try to use all profits earned by June. 

 IMPORTANT:  “The income from group money-earning activities never becomes the property of 
individual members – girls or adults.”   

 
Here’s an example of how it works: 
 
 

  
Money Earned for Your Daughter’s Use for Girl Scout 

Activities – Cookie Program as Example 
 

 
Boxes Sold 

Girl Receives 
Recognition Items 

and Patch 

Girl Receives Patch 
Only 

Cookie Credits* 
Earned 

100 $  50 $  55 0 

200 $ 100 $ 110 0 

300 $ 150 $ 165 $ 75 

 
 
As you can see, a girl who sells 300 boxes of cookies can receive $ 240 to fund anything she’d like to do in Girl 
Scouting.  Fall Products rebates are 10% of total sales for magazines, nuts, and candies. 
 
 
 
 
*Girls in one family who sell 300 boxes of Girl Scout Cookies® receive a $75 Cookie Credit Gift Card, to be used 
for any Girl Scout activity. 
 

 

 
 



Individual Accounting- Troop Leader Notification Form: 

 
 

Dear Troop Leader: 
 
This year, Girl Scouts of Nassau County is offering the option of individual accounting of Mags & Munchies 
Products and Cookie Program rebates to girls and their parents.  Our pilot program last year was well-received 
by the Troops and families who participated, so this year all girls will have the opportunity to choose to have 
their profits applied to their Girl Scout activities. 
 
Here’s how it works: 
 
At your Planning Meeting with the girls and their parents, discuss the Troop’s plans for the year, the budget 
the girls have come up with, and your plans to fund their activities.  Those that want to pool their funds, as in 
the past, may do so.  Those that want to strive for a personal monetary goal for their money earning activities 
may also do so.  Each individual makes her own decision.   
 
Girls and their parents should complete the Parent form and return it to you.  Keep these forms for your 
records. 
 
As the Troop Leader, you should set up the Troop in the online Goal-Setting program “Cookie Club” at 
http://cookieclub.littlebrowniebakers.com    This will allow the girls (and you) to track their progress.  You and 
the Troop Product Sales Managers should ensure that all girls’ cookie orders are entered into e-Budde and the 
Ashdon Farms online program accurately, to ensure proper credit to each girl. 
 
Here’s an example of how it works for a Troop of 10 girls selling cookies: 
 
Five girls choose to pool their sales: 

Girl’s Name Boxes Sold Troop Rebate Girl’s Share 

Anna 100 $  50.00 $ 60.40 

Rose 24 $ 12.00 $ 60.40 

Debbie 150 $  75.00 $ 60.40 

Sonia 30 $  15.00 $ 60.40 

Mary 300* $ 150.00 $ 60.40 

 
The other five girls choose individual accounting: 

Girl’s Name Boxes Sold Troop Rebate Girl’s Share 

Megan 100 $ 50.00 $ 50.00 

Brooke 24 $ 12.00 $ 12.00 

Alana 150 $ 75.00 $ 75.00 

Caitlin 30 $ 15.00 $ 15.00 

Yasmin 300* $ 150.00 $ 150.00 

 
All funds go into the Troop treasury, to be used for Girl Scout activities.  Refer to “Money in Girl Scouting” for 
more information.  Mags & Munchies Products rebates are credited as 10% of total sales. 
 
 
*Girls in one family who sell 300 boxes of Girl Scout Cookies® receive a $75 Cookie Credit Gift Card, to be used 
for any Girl Scout activity. 
 
 

 

http://cookieclub.littlebrowniebakers.com/


 

 

 

 

M*O*N*E*Y and Your Leadership 
Project  

 One of the challenges facing every girl ñgoing for the Goldò is financial. Often, when the planning 

gets serious, adjustments have to be made in the doing. On the one hand you are asked to meet a need 

in your community; on the other hand, you have some major constraints outlined in Safety-Wise and 

by your council. So whatôs a girl to do? 

OK. The reality first. Then some possible ways to approach it. Think of those who have gone before 

you. They figured it out, and so can you!  Then clear the adjustments you have made in your plan with 

your Girl Scout council. 

1. You canôt ask for money as a girl member of Girl Scouts. You canôt ask for materials or services 

(technically called gifts-in-kind) either. This asking is considered fundraising by the IRS and Girl 

Scout policies -- and for a lot of reasons (legal and otherwise), adults are the only people who can raise 

money for Girl Scouting.  

What you can do: Since adults can solicit money, work with an adult partner if you really need to get a 

donation of materials or need some funds. You can describe your project to others, write a letter, create 

a PowerPoint presentation or write the grant, but an adult has to do the actual ask and sign on the 

dotted line.  And donôt forget to clear the solicitation with your council. No way around it.   

2. You canôt raise money for another organization as a Girl Scout. That means you canôt have a bake 

sale and tell people that you are giving the proceeds to a homeless shelter for meals, you canôt ask for 

pledges for a walk-a-thon to benefit breast cancer research, and you canôt hold a benefit dance to raise 

money for Sallyôs kidney operation.   

What you can do: This is where it gets a bit tricky. Your Troop can hold a bake sale or birdhouse sale 

and can charge a fee to an approved event that you put on to earn money for your Troopôs activities. 

However, your Troop must have council permission for any money-earning activity. Your Troop may 

then decide to use that money toward the completion of a Girl Scout Gold Award Project, such as the 

purchase of materials. It must be a Troop decision on how to allocate the funds, which can be used for 

group or individual projects. 

If you are an individually registered member, things are slightly different.  You cannot earn money as 

an individual Girl Scout for yourself. Isnôt this wrong since we introduced Individual Accounting? The 

money you earn must go to an account held by a Troop, association, or your council. Next, you must 

present your need for funds to that group. There is no guarantee that you will get back the amount of 

money you earned for the group, as the dispersal of funds will be a group decision.  We suggest you 

first check with your council about the options open. There may be a grant process in place for funds 

earned by individual girls on product sales, or you might be put into a Girl Scout Gold Award interest 

group where, working with other girls and an adult advisor, you can develop a funding base for 

activities.  

  



 

 

 

Hot Group Money -Earning Ideas 
 

1. Sell Girl Scout cookies. This is a great idea but shouldnôt we say something about setting goals for 

the sale? (Think big ð why not fax order forms to businesses in your area, or arrange for booths at 

sports events or college dorms. You end up helping your council as well as your group.) Maybe we 

need to mention a benefit to them first..not the council. 

2. Provide childcare at special events during the holiday season or community events. (Be sure to have 

an adult trained in first aid present.) 

3. Recycle aluminum cans. (How about a community can-a-thon?  Involve small businesses as well as 

families.) 

4. Put on a gigantic garage sale. Donôt forget to make refreshments to sell! 

5. Offer clown activities and face painting at family events or malls. 

6. Wrap gift packages at holiday fairs.  

7. Apply for a community improvement grant. (Check with the mayorôs or governorôs office and your 

council. Arrange for an adult to be the signer.  The money may need to go through your council or 

service unit, as well.) 

8. Hold a penny drive. Appeal to friends and family members to save loose change for you. (Donations 

of coins can accumulate really fast, and can present you with the nice problem of hauling a heavy load 

to the bank.) 

9. Recruit ñshareholdersò for your groupôs budget. Figure out the total budget and prepare an ñaskò for 

sponsors who support your yearôs activities. (As shareholders, they deserve an annual report.) 

10. Provide classroom or home birthday parties on order (cupcakes and games for the busy mom). 

 

Do Not Engage in The Following Kinds of Activities:  
1. Money-earning projects where you are performing an activity that someone normally gets paid to do 

ð in other words, taking jobs away from people, such as store workers, maintenance staff, or service 

providers.  (However, if certain activities ð for example, cleaning a stadium after a game or gift 

wrapping at a store ð have previously been defined clearly as opportunities for nonprofits to earn 

money, you can undertake these activities with council approval.) 

 

 2. ñCheap laborò projects disguised as money-earning projects. At first it may sound like a great idea, 

but you are actually being taken advantage of and taking away the job of someone who should be paid 

more money than you are being offered. Thatôs why there are child labor and minimum wage laws!   

 

3. Money earning projects where Girl Scouts of the USA might be perceived as endorsing a product or 

political viewpoint or cause. This includes getting paid to pass out flyers for political candidates or 

freebees at a business opening. When in doubt, check with your council. 

 

4. Money earning projects where the money goes to individuals rather than to your group as a group 

donation. You cannot be employed as a Girl Scout to earn money. 

 

5. Selling anything on the Internet as a Girl Scout. Safety issues and council boundaries are of primary 

concern here. 



 

 


