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45th Annual Meeting – May 24, 2010




Girl Scouts of Nassau County, Inc.


45th Annual Meeting

May 24, 2010
Ruth S. Harley University Center
Adelphi University

Garden City, New York

Call to Meeting

The 45th Annual Council Meeting of the Girl Scouts of Nassau County, Inc. [GSNC] was called to order by the President, Diane M. McFarlane, Esq., at 7:20 pm.  Austin E. Cannon, Jr. served as the Parliamentarian.  Secretary of the Board, Mark Florio recorded the Minutes.  

Opening

Ms. McFarlane introduced the GSNC Ceremonial Unit which conducted the Opening Ceremony and Presentation of Colors. This past year the Ceremonial Unit has presented the colors at GSNC’s Annual Luncheon and Gold Award Ceremony, a NY Mets home game at CitiField, and the Town of Oyster Bay’s Women of Distinction Event. 
The Girl Scouts of Nassau County Chorus, led by Catherine Azzara, performed a medley of songs.  This past year the Girl Scout Chorus performance venues have included the LI Mozart Festival at Old Westbury Gardens, GirlFest, a NY Mets home game at CitiField and the Candlelight Vigil for the Homeless at SUNY Farmingdale. 
Welcome

Diane M. McFarlane, Esq. welcomed the delegates and thanked them for their participation in this year’s Annual Meeting. Ms. McFarlane then presented her abbreviated summary of GSNC’s spectacular past year beginning with the passing of Proposal III at last year’s Annual Meeting.  Summer got off to a wonderful beginning with June’s Gold Award Ceremony, followed by GSNC’s first US Open fundraiser which garnered 230 volunteers, the Go for the Green Golfing fundraiser and culminating in September’s Honor Circle, a Planned Giving event where alumnae and friends are invited to reconnect and network; to hear what’s happening at GSNC and to learn ways to support the Council with charitable gifts.   The fall season saw three more successful events:  GirlFest, Oktoberfest and GSNC’s Annual Luncheon.  Our winter highlights included our girls breaking the Guinness Cookie Tower record, the National Cooperate Leadership Conference which took place in February and GSNC girl’s successes in the First LEGO League competitions.  Spring saw three new exciting events:  Afternoon of Delights/Operation Cookie, the Amazing Race, and our first Girls Go the Distance Walkathon.  To wrap up a great year, GSNC won a spot on The NonProfit Times’ “50 Best Nonprofits to Work For in 2010.”  Ms. McFarlane concluded by reiterating last year’s promise to keep the lines of communication open and thanked the Board members for their active participation in the many community events over the past year. 

Teller’s Report/Report of Credentials

Betty Bedford of the Hempstead Association, served as Head Teller for the meeting.  Betty reported the Council has 148 eligible voting members; 75 are necessary to open the meeting and conduct the business of the Council.  Ms. Bedford reported that 114 voting members were present: 85 of the 105 Association Delegates to the Council, 21 of the 31 members of the Board of Directors, 5 of the 6 non-Board members of the Council Nominating Committee, and 3 of 6 Past Presidents.  The Head Teller declared that a quorum was present to conduct the business of the Council.  She then reviewed the voting procedures.  

It was moved by Domenique C. Moran, Esq., Board of Directors and seconded by Constance Kershaw, The Plains Association, to accept the Teller’s Report.

Adoption of Standing Rules

Christina Rio, Delegate Communications Committee Co-Chair, and Past President Board of Directors reviewed the Standing Rules for the meeting.

It was moved by Judy Stenson, Hicksville Association, and seconded by Jody Ruggiero, The Plains Association, to adopt the Standing Rules.

Adoption of Agenda

The President asked for a motion to accept the Agenda as presented in the Program.

It was moved by Laurie Spurrell, Massapequa Association, and seconded by Shannon Messina, The Plains Association, to adopt the Agenda as presented in the program.

Girl Scouts Brand Presentation

Laurel Richie, Senior Vice President, Chief Marketing Officer, Girl Scouts of the USA conducted an audio/video presentation on GSUSA’s new brand campaign.  Ms. Richie outlined the challenges faced by Girl Scouts’ current brand:

· Sense of false familiarity (cookies/camping/crafts only)

· Nice v. necessary (condescending attitude)

· Lack of relevance (must be as relevant today as in 1912)

Ms. Richie reviewed GSUSA’s new PSA “What did you do today?,” new fresh logo, colors and abbreviations, and  explained the thought process behind the changes – to provide a brand that is attractive to girls and thereby provide girls with access to life changing experiences and the desire to make a positive difference in the world.  
Approval of Minutes

Board Secretary Mark Florio submitted the Minutes of the May 13, 2009 Annual Council Meeting for approval.  

It was moved by Jennifer Burzenski, Seaford/Wantagh Association, and seconded by Kathleen Murphy, Massapequa Association, to accept the Minutes of the May 13, 2009 Annual Council Meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report

Eric Rogers, Treasurer, Board of Directors, reported that the independent auditing firm of Nawrocki Smith has completed the Council’s year-end 2009 audit, which was presented and accepted by the Board of Directors at the April 14th meeting.

1. Public support and revenue (not including unrealized investment income) was flat compared to prior year.  
2. Expenses were down 7% from 2008.
3. Our unrealized gains on investments for 2009 of $2.2 million negated our 2008 unrealized loss of $2.176 million and resulted in a surplus of $1.3 million for 2009.

GSNC continues to maintain an excellent relationship of expenditures for Program Services to Supporting Services – at about 78% to 22% -- which means that 78 cents of every dollar is spent on direct services to our membership.

A summary of the financial data can be found in the Annual Report and the entire audit and the IRS 990 tax return is posted on our website, www.gsnc.org. 
It was moved by Yasmin Young-Wells, Baldwin Association, and seconded by Carmel Mendoza, East Meadow Association, to accept the Treasurer’s Report as submitted.

Nominating Committee
Sandra Hoffer, Chair of the Council Nominating Committee introduced the candidates for Members-at-Large and Council Nominating Committee.  Members-at-Large 2010-2012:  Paige Johnston Charles; Melissa Connolly; Sandra Hoffer; Wanda Jackson; Allison Kasson; Betty Monroe; Vilma Osborne; Bonnie Porzio, Esq.; Leslie Segrete.  Council Nominating Committee 2010-2012:  Tyra M. Banks; Jacqueline Bushwack; Debra Ieraci; Rosemary Olander-Beach; Betty Monroe; Barbara Murphy Schwaner. 
Instructions for Balloting and Election

Head Teller Betty Bedford reviewed the instructions for balloting and election.  The tellers distributed the ballots for the election of the Members-at-Large and Council Nominating Committee, and voting members were asked to cast their votes.  The ballots were then collected and tallied.
Presentation from Girls for the Right to Vote

A delegation of girl members took the stage and highlighted the accomplishments of each girl including those serving as National Delegates, who know the issues, attend delegate meetings, already have a voice in the organization and want to prove themselves and make a mark on the organization and the world.  The delegation urged the delegates to vote yes on Proposal #2.
Management Report 

Diane M. McFarlane, Esq. introduced Executive Director/CEO Donna Ceravolo who addressed the assembly on the state of the Council.  Ms. Ceravolo thanked attendees for their time, energy and enthusiasm saying, “While Girl Scout Leaders remain the backbone of the delivery system to ensure 
that girls do have the opportunities to be part of Girl Scouting, the role of Governance is necessary and important.”  Ms Ceravolo invited everyone to support GSNC’s “digital adventure” by becoming a fan/friend on Facebook, to follow GSNC on Twitter or submit a guest Blog.  Girl’s lives are increasingly driven by technology and “since we are in the girl business, we need to be part of their world.”
In 2009, GSUSA launched their Live Healthy, Lead Healthy Policy and Advocacy Roadmap.  GSNC was invited to be one of the pilot Councils on their Advocacy Champions Team and Ms. Ceravolo was delighted to accept this invitation on behalf of GSNC.  GSUSA’s three Advocacy Priorities are:  Relational Aggression, Media Images and Eating Disorders/Disordered Eating.  Ms. Ceravolo was proud to announce that much of the information in the GSUSA Roadmap on Relational Aggression comes straight from our Council and GSUSA has credited us on our leadership on this issue.  GSNC has scheduled a “Call to Action” to begin to lay out an agenda for action and Ms. Ceravolo expressed her hope that many of those attending tonight will consider being part of this discussion. In the coming months, GSNC will continue focusing on healthy living. Our Council was encouraged by the response to our first “Walkathon” in terms of numbers of people who supported the event, those who participated, monies raised and is already planning for our 2011 Walk.
In the coming year GSNC will continue working closely with GSUSA on the new brand campaign, the next set of Journeys – It’s Your Story:  Tell It!, and the Core Business Strategy.   While the economy has affected our community, our donors and our Council, Ms. Ceravolo pledges to continue to hold down expenses, strengthen and grow our Council and to build girls of courage, confidence and character who make the world a better place.
Update of Teller’s Report/Report of Credentials

Betty Bedford reported that there were enough members present to proceed with the two proposals being presented.  The Council has 148 eligible voting members; to discuss the proposals presented, 118 voters must be present. 118 members were present. 
Diane M. McFarlane, President and Chief Volunteer Officer informed the assembly that the Chair has ruled that any Proposal passed at this meeting will become effective at the conclusion of this meeting.

Proposal I – To amend Article I, Section 2 of the Bylaws to align with wording in Article IX, Section 2
It was moved by Madeline Pearson, ELLM Association, to consider Proposal I.  No second required as Proposal I was endorsed by 9 Associations.  Madeline Pearson, ELLM Association spoke to Proposal I.  Floor was opened for debate.  As there was no further debate for or against Proposal I, the vote was called.
Vote on Proposal I  
The tellers distributed the ballots, and voting members were asked to cast their votes.  The ballots were then collected and tallied.
Proposal  II – To amend Bylaws to include girls 14 years of age and above as voting Delegates
It was moved by Madeline Pearson, ELLM Association, to consider Proposal II.  No second required as Proposal II was endorsed by 9 Associations.  Madeline Pearson, ELLM Association spoke to Proposal II.  Floor was opened for debate.  As there was no further debate for or against Proposal II, the vote was called.
Vote on Amended Proposal II

The tellers distributed the ballots, and voting members were asked to cast their votes.  The ballots were then collected and tallied.
Board of Directors, Committee Panel

Diane M. McFarlane, Esq., President and Chief Volunteer Officer announced that there were no questions submitted to the panel. 
GSNC Media Presentation – Marketing Department
Audio visual presentation of GSNC’s 2009 Highlights
Results/Declaration of Election

Betty Bedford, Head Teller, reported on the election.  



The total number of votes cast

118


Number of legal ballots


118


Number of illegal ballots


    0


The number necessary for election

  75
The slates for Members-at-Large and for the Council Nominating Committee as presented have been elected by majority vote.
Members-at-Large 2010-2012:  
Paige Johnston Charles
Melissa Connolly

Sandra Hoffer

Wanda Jackson

Allison Kasson

Betty Monroe

Vilma Osborne

Bonnie Porzio, Esq.

Leslie Segrete

Council Nominating Committee 2010-2012:  
Tyra M. Banks
Jacqueline Bushwack

Debra Ieraci

Rosemary Olander-Beach

Betty Monroe

Barbara Murphy Schwaner

Betty Bedford, Head Teller, reported on Proposal I.  



The total number of votes cast

111



Number of legal ballots


111



Number of illegal ballots


    0



The number necessary for passage

  99
Proposal I – To amend Article I, Section 2 of the Bylaws to align with wording in Article IX, Section 2 as presented has passed.

Betty Bedford, Head Teller, reported on Proposal II.  



The total number of votes cast

117



Number of legal ballots


116



Number of illegal ballots


    1



The number necessary for passage

  99
Proposal II – To amend the Bylaws to include girls 14 years of age and above as voting Delegates as presented has passed. 
Installation of Members-at-Large, Council Nominating Committee Members

Tina Rio invited the newly-elected Members-at-Large, and Council Nominating Committee to the front and conducted the Installation.  Current members of the Board and Council Nominating Committee were requested to stand and reaffirm their commitment to Girl Scouts of Nassau County by reciting the following pledge along with those newly elected:

I agree to promote and support the Policies and Standards of Girl Scouts of 

Nassau County, Inc., abide by the Bylaws of the Corporation and GSUSA

and the Laws of Incorporation of the State of New York. 

Closing Ceremony
President Diane McFarlane, Esq. requested a Motion to Adjourn. 

It was moved by Debra Luecken, East Meadow, and seconded by Donna DePiola, Valley Stream Association, to adjourn the 45th Council Annual Meeting, at 9:10pm.   

Respectfully Submitted,

Mark Florio
Secretary

Board of Directors

admin/ep






